A LIFE OF GREATEST VALUE
2. Love-Value Others Above Self
Theme:  “Seeing the world and its people through the eyes of Christ’s love!”
Introduction

Our lives are driven by what we value.  The question, we must ask ourselves is: “Then, what values drive my life?”  Many of us are driven by finances, by our prestige or it may be driven by pleasure, success or even power.  These then are the experiences in life that we value.  Once we identify what drives us, we need to ask a second question:  “Do I value what God intends me to value?”  In II Corinthians  13:5, Paul writes:  “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith.  Test yourselves!”

How do we test ourselves to determine what we value?  We need an objective standard.  That’s why we Christians appeal to the Bible.  The heart and soul of the Bible’s message was summarized by Jesus with two key verses: “To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind…To love your neighbor as yourself…” Matt. 22:37-40
Last week we studied the first key value in life:  to love the Lord…to worship Him.  This week we will consider the second value that adds quality to living: Its people.  Because God values people, and we love God, we need to realize what He values we too must value. Because God loves people He calls us to love people and to value others above self!

This seems hard to do, knowing how selfish and self centered we tend to be.  This self-awareness helps us all the more to realize that “you can’t give away something you haven’t got.    In other words, we first need to know and accept what God has done for us.  We are unable to love our neighbor as ourself until we absorb the  love God has for us.  This is what the events of Christmas, Good Friday and Easter shout at us.  We do not deserve His love, grace, forgiveness and mercy.  Yet, He offers it as a gift for us to receive, not because we deserve it, but simply because He loves us.  Now we’re ready to be challenged by God’s value for people through Christ:  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another’ even as I have loved you…”  As God has demonstrated how much he values you, by His love in Christ, now you have a basis from which to pass on that for others who don’t deserve it.  
Scripture Reading :  Luke 10:25-37
1. As you read this Scripture, focus on the ‘lawyer’  who is asking Jesus a question.  What was his underlying motive?  Do you think he was really interested in having eternal life (a life of greatest value)?  How would you compare his attitude with your own?
What We Should Know

1. The legal expert knew the answer to His own question.  What was his problem that caused him to raise a second question of “who is my neighbor?”  10:28-29
2. Why does Jesus answer with a story instead of giving him a straight cognitive answer?      
· From the story identify the nationality of the victim and the religious roles of a priest and a Levite.
3. What were the responses of the priest and Levite to help the victim?  What are their excuses?  (10:31-32)                                                      
4. From what you know about the historic divisions between Jesus and Samaritans (See John 4), what is unusual about the plot twist in the story?  (10:33-35)
Who We Should Be
1. What different motivations do people often have for asking  questions about God?
2. What natural inclinations make it easier to act like the priest or the Levite than like the Samaritan?                                                                             
3. How far was the Samaritan willing to go to help the victim? (10:35)  What limits would you place on your helping others?                           
4. With what attitude must you view people in need before you will help them?       II  Cor. 5:14;  Is. 4:7-10, 19-21        
What We Should Do?

1. What support group do you have who would accept you—warts, problems and all?                   
2. Who do you know right now that is hurting and has no one to call on?                                                                                      
3. How is Jesus’ new commandment in John 13:34, even more impacting than the commandment recorded in Matt. 22:39?
